Readings for Week 3 Part 2:
One Church: Bishops, Apostolic Succession, Unity and Obedience.

Matthew 16:13-19

And Jesus came into the quarters of Caesarea Philippi: and he asked his
disciples, saying: Whom do men say that the Son of man is? But they said:
Some John the Baptist, and other some Elias, and others Jeremias, or one
of the prophets. Jesus saith to them: But whom do you say that [ am?

Simon Peter answered and said: Thou art Christ, the Son of the living God.
And Jesus answering, said to him: Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona:
because flesh and blood hath not revealed it to thee, but my Father who is
in heaven. And I say to thee: That thou art Peter; and upon this rock I will
build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I
will give to thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. And whatsoever thou
shalt bind upon earth, it shall be bound also in heaven: and whatsoever
thou shalt loose upon earth, it shall be loosed also in heaven.

John 17:20-23

And not for them only do I pray, but for them also who through their word
shall believe in me;

That they all may be one, as thou, Father, in me, and I in thee; that they
also may be one in us; that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.
And the glory which thou hast given me, I have given to them; that they
may be one, as we also are one: I in them, and thou in me; that they may
be made perfect in one: and the world may know that thou hast sent me,
and hast loved them, as thou hast also loved me.



Acts 20:17-35

And sending from Miletus to Ephesus, he called the ancients of the
church. And when they were come to him, and were together, he said to
them: You know from the first day that I came into Asia, in what manner
I have been with you, for all the time, Serving the Lord with all humility,
and with tears, and temptations which befell me by the conspiracies of the
Jews; How I have kept back nothing that was profitable to you, but have
preached it to you, and taught you publicly, and from house to house,

Testifying both to Jews and Gentiles penance towards God, and faith in
our Lord Jesus Christ. And now, behold, being bound in the spirit, I go to
Jerusalem: not knowing the things which shall befall me there: Save that
the Holy Ghost in every city witnesseth to me, saying: That bands and
afflictions wait for me at Jerusalem. But I fear none of these things, neither
do I count my life more precious than myself, so that I may consummate
my course and the ministry of the word which I received from the Lord
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. And now behold, I know
that all you, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God,
shall see my face no more.

Wherefore I take you to witness this day, that [ am clear from the blood
of all men; For I have not spared to declare unto you all the counsel of
God. Take heed to yourselves, and to the whole flock, wherein the Holy
Ghost hath placed you bishops, to rule the church of God, which he hath
purchased with his own blood. I know that, after my departure, ravening
wolves will enter in among you, not sparing the flock. And of your own
selves shall arise men speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples
after them.



Therefore watch, keeping in memory, that for three years I ceased not,
with tears to admonish every one of you night and day. And now I
commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, who is able to build
up, and to give an inheritance among all the sanctified. I have not coveted
any man's silver, gold, or apparel, as You yourselves know: for such
things as were needful for me and them that are with me, these hands have
furnished. I have shewed you all things, how that so laboring you ought
to support the weak, and to remember the word of the Lord Jesus, how he
said: It is a more blessed thing to give, rather than to receive.

Titus 1:5-9

For this cause I left thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things
that are wanting, and shouldest ordain priests in every city, as I also
appointed thee:

If any be without crime, the husband of one wife, having faithful
children, not accused of riot, or unruly. For a bishop must be without
crime, as the steward of God: not proud, not subject to anger, not given
to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre: But given to hospitality,
gentle, sober, just, holy, continent: Embracing that faithful word which
is according to doctrine, that he may be able to exhort in sound doctrine,
and to convince the gainsayers.

1 Clement 42-44 (35-99.)
His leadership started after the martyrdom of St Paul)

The Apostles received the Gospel for us from the Lord Jesus

Christ; Jesus Christ was sent forth from God. So then Christ is from
God, and the Apostles are from Christ. Both therefore came of the will
of God in the appointed order. I having therefore received a charge, and
having been fully assured through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ and confirmed in the word of God with full assurance of the Holy

3



Ghost, they went forth with the glad tidings that the kingdom of God
should come. So preaching everywhere in country and town, they
appointed their first fruits, when they had proved them by the Spirit, to
be bishops and deacons unto them that should believe.

And this they did in no new fashion; for indeed it had been written
concerning bishops and deacons from very ancient times; for thus
saith the scripture in a certain place, / will appoint their

bishops in righteousness and their deacons in faith.

And what marvel, if they which were entrusted in Christ with such a
work by God appointed the aforesaid persons seeing that even the
blessed Moses who was a faithful servant in all His house recorded
for a sign in the sacred books all things that were enjoined upon
him. And him also the rest of the prophets followed, bearing witness
with him unto the laws that were ordained by him.

For he, when jealousy arose concerning the priesthood, and there was
dissension among the tribes which of them was adorned with the
glorious name, commanded the twelve chiefs of the tribes to bring to
him rods inscribed with the name of each tribe. And he took them and
tied them and sealed them with the signet rings of the chiefs of the
tribes, and put them away in the tabernacle of the testimony on the
table of God.

And having shut the tabernacle he sealed the keys and likewise also
the doors. And he said unto them, Brethren, the tribe whose rod shall
bud, this hath God chosen to be priests and ministers unto Him.

Now when morning came, he called together all Israel, even the six
hundred thousand men, and showed the seals to the chiefs of the
tribes and opened the tabernacle of the testimony and drew forth the
rods. And the rod of Aaron was found not only with buds, but also
bearing fruit.



What think ye, dearly beloved? Did not Moses know beforehand that
this would come to pass? Assuredly he knew it. But that disorder
might not arise in Israel, he did thus, to the end that the Name of

the true and only God might be glorified: to whom he the glory for
ever and ever. Amen. And our Apostles knew through our Lord Jesus
Christ that there would be strife over the name of the bishop's office.

For this cause therefore, having received complete foreknowledge,
they appointed the aforesaid persons, and afterwards they provided a
continuance, that if these should fall asleep, other approved men
should succeed to their ministration. Those therefore who were
appointed by them, or afterward by other men of repute with the
consent of the whole Church, and have ministered unblamably to the
flock of Christ in lowliness of mind, peacefully and with all
modesty, and for long time have borne a good report with all these
men we consider to be unjustly thrust out from their ministration.

For it will be no light sin for us, if we thrust out those who have
offered the gifts of the bishop's office unblamably and holily. Blessed
are those presbyters who have gone before, seeing that their
departure was fruitful and ripe: for they have no fear lest any one
should remove them from their appointed place.

For we see that ye have displaced certain persons, though they were
living honorably, from the ministration which had been respected by
them blamelessly.

Ignatius’ Writings to the Philadelphians Chapter 3-4 (33-108)

Chapter 3. Avoid schismatics. Avoid the noxious weeds who are not
the planting of the Father and who do not have Jesus Christ as their
gardener. I did not find any division among you, but I did find that there
had been a purge. Surely, all those that belong to God and Jesus Christ
are those with the bishop; and all those that may yet change their mind
and return to the unity of the Church, will likewise belong to God. Do
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not be deceived, my brethren. If any man follows him that makes a
schism in the Church, he shall not inherit the kingdom of God. If anyone
chooses to be a dissenter, he severs all connection with the Passion of
Christ.

Chapter 4. Have but one Eucharist. Take care, then, to have but one
Eucharist, for there is one Flesh of our Lord Jesus Christ, and one cup to
unite us with His Blood; one altar; as there is one bishop, along with the
presbytery and deacons, my fellow-servants. Thus you will conform in
all your actions to the will of God.

Let Nothing be done Without the Bishop.
The Epistle of Ignatius to the Smyrnzans

Chapter 8 See that ye all follow the bishop, even as Jesus Christ does
the Father, and the presbytery as ye would the apostles; and reverence
the deacons, as being the institution of God. Let no man do anything
connected with the Church without the bishop. Let that be deemed a
proper Eucharist, which is [administered] either by the bishop, or by one
to whom he has entrusted it. Wherever the bishop shall appear, there let
the multitude [of the people] also be; even as, wherever Jesus Christ is,
there is the Catholic Church. It is not lawful without the bishop either to
baptize or to celebrate a love-feast; but whatsoever he shall approve of,
that is also pleasing to God, so that everything that is done may be
secure and valid.

See that ye all follow the bishop, even as Christ Jesus does the Father, and
the presbytery as ye would the apostles. Do ye also reverence the deacons,
as those that carry out [through their office] the appointment of God. Let
no man do anything connected with the Church without the bishop. Let
that be deemed a proper Eucharist, which 1s [administered] either by the
bishop, or by one to whom he has entrusted it. Wherever the bishop shall
appear, there let the multitude [of the people] also be; even as where Christ



is, there does all the heavenly host stand by, waiting upon Him as the
Chief Captain of the Lord's might, and the Governor of every intelligent
nature. It is not lawful without the bishop either to baptize, or to offer, or
to present sacrifice, or to celebrate a love-feast. But that which seems good
to him, is also well-pleasing to God, that everything ye do may be secure
and valid.

Irenaeus Against Heresies Chapter 3 3-4 (130-202)

3. The blessed apostles, then, having founded and built up the Church,
committed into the hands of Linus the office of the episcopate. Of this
Linus, Paul makes mention in the Epistles to Timothy. To him
succeeded Anacletus; and after him, in the third place from the apostles,
Clement was allotted the bishopric. This man, as he had seen the blessed
apostles, and had been conversant with them, might be said to have the
preaching of the apostles still echoing [in his ears], and their traditions
before his eyes. Nor was he alone [in this], for there were many still
remaining who had received instructions from the apostles. In the time
of this Clement, no small dissension having occurred among the brethren
at Corinth, the Church in Rome dispatched a most powerful letter to the
Corinthians, exhorting them to peace, renewing their faith, and declaring
the tradition which it had lately received from the apostles, proclaiming
the one God, omnipotent, the Maker of heaven and earth, the Creator of
man, who brought on the deluge, and called Abraham, who led the
people from the land of Egypt, spoke with Moses, set forth the law, sent
the prophets, and who has prepared fire for the devil and his angels.
From this document, whosoever chooses to do so, may learn that He, the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, was preached by the Churches, and may
also understand the apostolic tradition of the Church, since this Epistle is
of older date than these men who are now propagating falsehood, and
who conjure into existence another god beyond the Creator and the
Maker of all existing things. To this Clement there succeeded Evaristus.
Alexander followed Evaristus; then, Sixtus from the apostles, Sixtus was
appointed; after him, Telephorus, who was gloriously martyred; then



Hyginus; after him, Pius; then after him, Anicetus. Soter having
succeeded Anicetus, Eleutherius does now, in the twelfth place from the
apostles, hold the inheritance of the episcopate. In this order, and by this
succession, the ecclesiastical tradition from the apostles, and the
preaching of the truth, have come down to us. And this is most abundant
proof that there is one and the same vivifying faith, which has been
preserved in the Church from the apostles until now, and handed down
in truth.

4. But Polycarp also was not only instructed by apostles, and conversed
with many who had seen Christ, but was also, by apostles in Asia,
appointed bishop of the Church in Smyrna, whom I also saw in my early
youth, for he tarried [on earth] a very long time, and, when a very old
man, gloriously and most nobly suffering martyrdom, departed this life,
having always taught the things which he had learned from the apostles,
and which the Church has handed down, and which alone are true. To
these things all the Asiatic Churches testify, as do also those men who
have succeeded Polycarp down to the present time — a man who was of
much greater weight, and a more steadfast witness of truth, than
Valentinus, and Marcion, and the rest of the heretics. He it was who,
coming to Rome in the time of Anicetus caused many to turn away from
the aforesaid heretics to the Church of God, proclaiming that he had
received this one and sole truth from the apostles — that, namely, which
is handed down by the Church. There are also those who heard from him
that John, the disciple of the Lord, going to bathe at Ephesus, and
perceiving Cerinthus within, rushed out of the bath-house without
bathing, exclaiming, Let us fly, lest even the bath-house fall down,
because Cerinthus, the enemy of the truth, is within. And Polycarp
himself replied to Marcion, who met him on one occasion, and said, Do
you know me? I do know you, the first-born of Satan. Such was the
horror which the apostles and their disciples had against holding even
verbal communication with any corrupters of the truth; as Paul also says,
A man that is an heretic, after the first and second admonition, reject;
knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sins, being condemned of
himself. Titus 3:10 There is also a very powerful Epistle of Polycarp
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written to the Philippians, from which those who choose to do so, and
are anxious about their salvation, can learn the character of his faith, and
the preaching of the truth. Then, again, the Church in Ephesus, founded
by Paul, and having John remaining among them permanently until the
times of Trajan, is a true witness of the tradition of the apostles.

Cyprian On the Unity of the Catholic Church 4-6 (210-258)
Chapter 4

If anyone considers and examines these things, there is no need of a
lengthy discussion and arguments. Proof for faith is easy in a brief
statement of the truth. The Lord speaks to Peter: 'l say to thee,' He says,
'thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give thee the keys of the
kingdom of heaven; and whatever thou shalt bind on earth shall be
bound also in heaven, and whatever thou shalt loose on earth shall be
loosed also in heaven.' Upon him, being one, He builds His Church, and
although after His resurrection He bestows equal power upon all the
Apostles and says: 'As the Father has sent me, I also send you. Receive
ye the Holy Spirit: if you forgive the sins of anyone, they will be
forgiven him; if you retain the sins of anyone, they will be retained,' yet
that He might display unity, He established by His authority the origin of
the same unity as beginning from one. Surely the rest of the Apostles
also were that which Peter was, endowed with an equal partnership of
office and of power, but the beginning proceeds from unity, that the
Church of Christ may be shown to be one. This one Church, also, the
Holy Spirit in the Canticle of Canticles designates in the person of the
Lord and says: 'One is my dove, my perfect one is but one, she is the
only one of her mother, the chosen one of her that bore her.' Does he
who does not hold this unity think that he holds the faith? Does he who
strives against the Church and resists her think that he is in the Church,
when too the blessed Apostle Paul teaches this same thing and sets forth
the sacrament of unity saying: 'One body and one Spirit, one hope of
your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God'?



Chapter 5

This unity we ought to hold firmly and defend, especially we bishops
who watch over the Church, that we may prove that also the episcopate
itself is one and undivided. Let no one deceive the brotherhood by lying;
let no one corrupt the faith by a perfidious prevarication of the truth. The
episcopate is one, the parts of which are held together by the individual
bishops. The Church is one which with increasing fecundity extend far
and wide into the multitude, just as the rays of the sun are many but the
light is one, and the branches of the tree are many but the strength is one
founded in its tenacious root, and, when many streams flow from one
source, although a multiplicity of waters seems to have been diffused
from the abundance of the overflowing supply nevertheless unity is
preserved in their origin. Take away a ray of light from the body of the
sun, its unity does not take on any division of its light; break a branch
from a tree, the branch thus broken will not be able to bud; cut off a
stream from its source, the stream thus cut off dries up. Thus too the
Church bathed in the light of the Lord projects its rays over the whole
world, yet there is one light which is diffused everywhere, and the unity
of the body is not separated. She extends her branches over the whole
earth in fruitful abundance; she extends her richly flowing streams far
and wide; yet her head is one, and her source is one, and she is the one
mother copious in the results of her fruitfulness. By her womb we are
born; by her milk we are nourished; by her spirit we are animated.

Chapter 6

The spouse of Christ cannot be defiled; she is uncorrupted and chaste.
She knows one home, with chaste modesty she guards the sanctity of
one couch. She keeps us for God; she assigns the children whom she has
created to the kingdom. Whoever is separated from the Church and is
joined with an adulteress is separated from the promises of the Church,
nor will he who has abandoned the Church arrive at the rewards of
Christ. He is a stranger; he is profane; he is an enemy. He cannot have
God as a father who does not have the Church as a mother. If whoever
was outside the ark of Noe was able to escape, he too who is outside. the
Church escapes. The Lord warns, saying: '"He who is not with me is
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against me, and who does not gather with me, scatters.' He who breaks
the peace and concord of Christ acts against Christ; he who gathers
somewhere outside the Church scatters the Church of Christ. The Lord
says: 'l and the Father are one.' And again of the Father and Son and the
Holy Spirit it is written: 'And these three are one.' Does anyone believe
that this unity which comes from divine strength, which is closely
connected with the divine sacraments, can be broken asunder in the
Church and be separated by the divisions of colliding wills? He who
does not hold this unity, does not hold the law of God, does not hold the
faith of the Father and the Son, does not hold life and salvation.
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